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Extract  from  An  Act  to  incorporate  certain  Societies. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoiity  aforesaid., 
That  those  persons  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  become 
members  of  the  Third  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  city  of 
Charleston,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  created  and  declared, 
a  body  corporate  and  politic,  by  the  name  and  style  of  "  The 
Third  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  city  of  Charleston. " 

Sec.  10.*  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  t 
That  each  and  every  of  the  Societies  herein  above  incorpora- 
ted, shall  be  able  and  capable  in  law  to  have,  hold,  receive, 
enjoy,  possess,  and  retain  all  such  property,  real  and  personal, 
as  they  may  now  respectively  be  possessed  of,  01  in  any  wise 
entitled  unto,  or  which  shall  have  been  already  given,  bequeath- 
ed, or  devised  to  them  respectively,  by  whatever  name  such 
devise  or  bequest  may  have  been  made;  and  that  they  shall 
respectively  be  able  and  capable  to  have,  hold,  and  receive,  to 
possess,  retain,  and  enjoy,  in  perpetuity,  or  for  a  term  of  years, 
any  estate,  real  or  personal,  whether  derived  from  purchase, 
exchange,  gift,  devise,  or  bequest;  and  to  sell,  alien,  or  other- 
wise part  with  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  as  they  shall  res- 
pectively deem  proper  or  expedient :  Provided,  the  amount  so 
held  by  the  said  Societies  or  Associations  respectively,  shall  in 
no  case  exceed  ten  thousand  dollars. 


*  The  act  which  incorporated  the  Third  Presbyterian  Church,  also  inclu- 
ded a  number  of  other  Societies,  to  which  tho  10th  section  equally  applies 
Thie  will  explain  the  phraseology  of  this  section. 
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RULES  AND  REGULATIONS 

FOR    THE 

SPIRITUAL  CONCERNS 

OF    THE 

THIRD  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 


This  Church  receives  and  adopts  the  Confession  of  Faith 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States,  as  containing 
the  system  of  doctrine  taught  in  the  Holy  Scriptures;  it  also 
adopts  the  Form  of  Government  of  the  aforesaid  Church,  as 
the  standard  by  which  its  proceedings  shall  be  regulated ;  and 
in  addition  thereto,  it  agrees  to  the  following  Rules. 

RULE  A. 

The  male  members  of  this  church  shall  elect  a  sufficient 
number  of  elders,  (and,  if  deemed  expedient,  deacons)  to  be 
ordained  according  to  the  rules  of  the  Presbyterian  Church ; 
and  whenever  it  may  be  necessary  to  increase  the  number,  or 
to  fill  vacancies,  the  session  shall  nominate  suitable  persons  to 
the  church;  and,  with  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present,  they  shall  be  elected. 

RULE  B. 

No  nomination  shall  be  presented  to  the  congregation  for  the 
election  of  a  Pastor  of  this  church,  without  the  consent  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  male  members  present  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the 
church,  notified  two  Sabbaths  previous  from  the  pulpit. 

RULE  C. 

Every  candidate  for  admission  to  this  church,  whether  by 
profession  or  certificate,  shall  be  examined  by  the  session;  and 
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wn  giving  credible  evidence  of  repentance  toward  God,  and  faith 
in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  shall,  with  the  consent  of  session,  be 
admitted. 

RULE  D. 

All  persons  who  are  admitted  into  this  Church,  shall  be  re- 
ceived publicly,  in  presence  of  the  congregation.  The  Form 
of  Admission,  for  those  who  have  not  previously  made  a  pro- 
fession, shall  be  as  follows: 

"You  have  presented  yourselves  in  this  public  manner  before 
God,  to  dedicate  yourselves  to  his  service,  and  to  incorporate 
yourselves  with  his  people.  You  are  about  to  profess  supreme 
love  to  God,  sincere  contrition  for  all  your  sins,  and  faith  un- 
fe'^ned  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Relying  on  the  strength  of 
divine  grace,  you  are  about  to  enter  into  a  solemn  covenant,  to 
receive  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  as  they  are  offered  in 
the  Gospel,  and  to  walk  in  all  the  commandments  and  ordinan- 
ces of  the  Lord  blameless.  We  trust  that  you  have  well  con- 
sidered the  nature  of  these  professions  and  engagements.  The 
transaction  is  solemn,  and  will  be  attended  with  eternal  conse- 
quences. God  and  holy  angels  are  witnesses.  Your  vows  will 
be  recorded  in  heaven.  Yet  be  not  overwhelmed  with  these 
reflections.  In  the  name  of  Christ  you  may  come  boldly  to  the 
God  of  grace,  and,  if  you  have  sincere  desires  to  be  his,  may 
venture  to  assume  these  solemn  obligations,  trusting  in  him  for 
strength  to  fulfil  them.     Attend  now  to  the 

PROFESSION    AND    COVENANT. 

"In  this  public  manner,  you  do  humbly  acknowledge  and 
lament  the  original  and  total  depravity  of  your  nature,  the  past 
enmity  of  your  heart  against  God,  the  unbelief  which  has  led 
you  to  reject  the  Saviour,  and  the  manifold  transgressions  of 
your  lives :  professing  penitence  for  all  your  sins,  and  in  your 
purpose  renouncing  them  forever. 

"And  now,  in  the  presence  of  God,  his  holy  angels,  and  this 
assembly,  you  do  solemnly  avouch  the  Lord  Jehovah  to  be  your 
God;  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  be  your  Saviour  from  sin  and 
death,  your  Prophet,  Priest,  and  Ring;  the  Holy  Spirit  to  b# 
your  Sanctifier,  Comforter,  and  Guide. 

"To  this  Triune  God — Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  you  do 
now,  without  reserve,  give  yourselves  away  in  a  covenant  never 
to  be  revoked,  to  be  his  willing  servants  forever.  You  bind 
yourselves  to  observe  all  his  commandments  and  ordinances,  i# 
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the  sanctuary,  in  the  family,  in  the  closet.  You  do  also  bind 
yourselves  by  covenant  to  this  Church,  to  seek  its  peace  and 
edification,  and  to  submit  to  the  government  and  discipline  of 
Christ,  as  here  administered. 

This  you  severally  profess  and  engage. '' 

(The  Ordinance  of  Baptism,  if  not  previously  received,  will 
here  be  administered.) 

"In  consequence  of  these  professions  and  promises,  we  affec- 
tionately receive  you  as  members  of  this  Church,  and  in  the 
name  of  Christ,  we  declare  you  entitled  to  all  its  privileges. 
We  welcome  you  to  this  fellowship  with  us  in  the  blessings  of 
the  gospel,  and,  on  our  part,  we  engage  to  watch  over  you,  and 
to  seek  your  edification  as  long  as  you  shall  continue  among  us. 
Should  you  have  occasion  to  remove  from  ue,  it  will  be  your 
duty  to  seek,  and  ours  to  grant,  a  recommendation  to  another 
Church  ;  for  hereafter  you  cannot  withdraw  from  th^  watch  and 
communion  of  the  saints,  without  a  breach  of  covenant. 

"And  now,  beloved  in  the  Lord,  let  it  be  impressed  on  your 
minds,  that  you  have  entered  into  solemn  relations  which  you 
can  never  renounce ;  wherever  you  are,  these  vows  will  remain. 
They  will  follow  you  to  the  bar  of  God ;  they  will  abide  on  you 
through  eternity. 

"May  the  Lord  support  and  guide  you  through  this  transitory 
life ;  may  he  give  you  grace  to  walk  worthy  of  your  Christian 
profession ;  and  may  he  receive  both  you  and  us,  when  this 
war  are  is  accomplished,  to  that  blessed  Church,  where  our  love 
•hall  be  forever  perfect,  and  our  joy  forever  full.     Amen." 

RULE  E. 

The  ordinance  of  Baptism  shall  not  be  administered  to  chil- 
dren, except  where  one,  at  least,  of  the  parents  is  a  member  of 
the  church. 

RULE  F. 

Each  member,  on  admission  to  this  church,  shall  assent  to  and 
fign  these  rules. 

RULE  G. 

The  minister  shall  be  furnished  with  a  book,  in  which  he  shall 
record  the  marriages,  births,  baptisms,  and  deaths,  in  the  church 
and  congregation. 


RULE  H. 

When  any  member  of  this  church  shall  apply  for  pecuniary 
Assistance,  the  session  shall  consider  the  case;  and  the  applicant, 
if  deemed  a  proper  subject,  shall  be  entitled  to  aid  from  the 
church  fund;  also,  if  necessary,  to  the  privilege  of  worshipping 
in  the  free  pews,  and  to  burial  in  the  church-yard.  The  ex- 
penses in  this  last  case  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  poor  fund  by  the 
church. 

RULE  K. 

No  collection  shall  be  taken  up  in  the  church  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  session. 

RULE  L. 

The  Clerk  and  Sexton  shall  be  appointed  by  the  session. 
RULE  M. 

All  meetings  of  the  church  and  session  shall  be  opened  and 
closed  with  prayer.  At  meetings  of  the  church  seven  shall  con- 
stitute a  Quorum. 

RULE  N. 

None  of  the  foregoing  rules  shall  be  altered,  nor  shall  any 
new  rule  be  made,  except  with  the  concurrence  of  two  thirds  of 
the  members  present  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  church;  and 
notice  of  such  contemplated  alteration  or  new  rule,  must  be  given 
in  writing  at  a  meeting  of  the  church  at  least  three  months  pre- 
vious to  the  meeting  when  the  question  is  to  be  taken. 

CONCLUSION. 

We  do  hereby  covenant  as  fellow  christians  to  give  up  our- 
selves to  the  Lord  for  mutual  edification,  by  watching  over,  ex- 
horting, reproving,  and  comforting  each  other;  looking  for  that 
blessed  hope,  and  the  glorious  appearing  of  the  great  God,  even 
our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ;  who  gave  himself  for  us,  that  he  might 
redeem  us  from  all  iniquity,  and  purify  us  unto  himself,  a  pecu- 
liar people,  zealous  of  good  works. 

CJiarleston,  S.  C.  June  26,  1823. 

Revised  and  Adopted,  Dec.  20,  1836. 


